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THE PLAGUE SITUATION. 

PORTO RICO. 

From August 14 to 20, both dates inclusive, there was only 1 case 
of plague reported in Porto Kico. This case occurred in San Juan 
and was reported as suspicious on August 14. The diagnosis of plague 
was established August 16. This makes a total of 49 cases reported 
in all Porto Kico up to August 20. Of these, 33 occurred in San Juan. 

The disease seems to be well under control, there having been only 
2 cases since the 1st of August. The work of eradicating the infec- 
tion among rodents, however, still remains. This will take some 
time, as it necessarily includes the poisoning and trapping of rats 
over a sufficiently long period to markedly reduce their numbers and 
the general ratproofing of all buildings which might otherwise harbor 
rodents. Both the destruction of rats and the ratproofing of buildings 
have been under way for some time. 

CUBA. 

In Cuba there have been in all 3 cases of plague in Habana. The 
last case was reported on July 22, and the last death July 27. It is 
a month since any case has developed. 

The restrictions placed upon passengers coming from Habana to 
the United States, therefore, have been removed excepting as regards 
persons who have resided in Habana between Cuba Street and the 
water front. The restrictions on vessels and cargoes directed against 
the importation into the United States of infected rodents remain 
unchanged. 

The work of trapping and poisoning rats continues, and the rats 
collected are being examined to ascertain whether plague infection 
exists among them. Prom June 24 to August 10, 6,216 rats had 
been examined in this way without the finding of any infected with 
plague. 

ACTIVE AND PASSIVE IMMUNIZATION AGAINST PLAGUE. 

By Wade H. Feost, Passed Assistant Surgeon, United States Public Health Service. 

Between the identification of the Bacillus pestis as the specific cause 
of bubonic plague and the full recognition of the rdle played by rats 
and fleas in its dissemination, there intervened a period of about 10 
years, during which the ravages of a widespread pandemic concen- 
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